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Huub (Hubertus) van Lieshout was born in the 

village of Aarle-Rixtel in the Dutch province of 
Brabant on November 3, 1890 into a Catholic 
family consisting of eleven children. Three of the 
girls became religious sisters, while Huub 
already at an early age wanted to become a 
missionary, just like his great example Damien 
De Veuster. For that reason he wanted to join 
the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts. 

Huub made his grammar school studies as pupil 
in a Latin school (1903-1905), followed by some 
years at the Damien Institute of the Fathers of the 
Sacred Hearts in Grave (1905-1913). In 1915 Huub 
took vows in our Congregation and assumed the religious name 
Eustaquio. He was ordained priest on August 10, 1919. 

When the Dutch Province began to look for an area of mission in Latin 
America, fathers Eustaquio van Lieshout, Egidius (Gil) van den 
Boogaart and Matthias van Rooij were appointed to the future mission. 
The pioneers first went to Spain to learn Spanish but in 1925 they were 
sent instead to Brazil, a country in which Portuguese was spoken. 

In July 1925 Eustaquio received his first appointment to Agua Suja, a 
remote country parish, to which each August thousands of pilgrims 
came to visit the shrine of Our Lady. He reorganized the rites of 
pilgrimage, renewed the Catholic life of his parishioners and began 
building a new church. However he was spending much time attending 
to the spiritual and physical needs of the sick.  

Beginning in February 1935 Eustaquio and his confreres were 
working in parishes near the great industrial city of Saô Paulo. 
He was parish priest of the little town of Poà. The fathers had a 
lot to do with the spiritism, which was on the rise. Therefore 
Eustaquio began to help the sick, as the spiritists also did, with 
blessed water, at first with water from Lourdes and then with 
water that he himself blessed. 



A number of miraculous events occurred and thus the name of 
Eustaquio became well known. By his blessing and prayer he 
cured sick people. He became a real hero, `The Thaumaturge 
of Poà', the miracle worker of Poà, and each day a great many 
people wished to meet him for a moment. The enormous influx 
of people to Poà could not last long. In May 1941 Eustaquio 
was sent away on holiday. He hid himself for some time on a 
farmhouse in the interior. From October that year he resided at 
our college in Patrocinio.  

At the beginning of 1942 Eustaquio was 
given a temporary pastoral appointment in 
the parish of Ibia. After some months, he 
was appointed parish priest of the poor 
parish of San Domingos in the big town of 
Belo Horizonte. He began to build a 
church for his parish. But here too people 
began to converge. In Belo Horizonte 
however it could somehow be controlled. 

Eustaquio fell seriously ill in 1943 as a 
consequence of an infection caused by an 
insect bite. On his deathbed he wanted to 
see once more his fellow-pioneer and 
superior Gil van den Boogaart. Once his 
friend arrived, everything was all right, 
and Eustaquio could die peacefully. It was 
August 30, 1943. 

In 1948, when Eustaquio's church in Belo Horizonte was finished, he 
was given a final resting place in the new church. There also an ever 
increasing number of people came to pray at his tomb. Many years 
later, in Belo Horizonte in June 15, 2006, we celebrated the great feast 
of the beatification of our brother Eustaquio van Lieshout. 

 


